
Sending bitcoins with the command line – P2PKH 
 
 

1) Sendtoaddress 
 
We create a first transaction sending 1 bitcoin to Alice address. 
Alice will then have a UTXO at her disposal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Gettransaction 
 
We inspect the transaction details using the transaction ID. 
We note the output index (named “vout”). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alice address 

Transaction ID (txid) 



3) Getrawtransaction 
 
We inspect the raw transaction using the same transaction ID. 
We observe the same output index (named “n”). 
We know it is the second output (index 1) because of the amount and the address. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4) Listunspent 
 
We check that we have the UTXO at our disposal with the listunspent command. The UTXO 
is only listed if it has one confirmation. So we need to generate one block if it’s not listed. 
(generate 1). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5) Createrawtransaction 
 
We create the spending transaction specifying the input as first argument (txid + output 
index) and the output as second argument (recipient address + amount). 
The amount difference between input and output is automatically allocated as mining fees. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6) Decoderawtransaction 
 
We decode the raw transaction. 
We observe that the input (vin) contains the output reference (txid + index), but the input 
script (scriptSig) is empty. 
We have one output (vout) with the amount and address we specified. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raw transaction in hexadecimal format 



7) Signrawtransactionwithwallet 
 
We sign the raw transaction. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8) Decoderawtransaction 
 
We decode the new raw transaction (the result of signrawtransactionwithwallet). 
This time the transaction has a signature in the input script (scriptSig). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9) Sendrawtransaction 
 
We broadcast the signed raw transaction. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10) Getrawtransaction 
 
We inspect the transaction using the transaction ID. 
 

 
 

Transaction ID (txid) 


